
 
 

 

Downtown Community Residents Association 
 
1. There are many proposed new developments for downtown properties, including business, 

residential, and mixed use. As mayor, what kinds of developments would your policies 

encourage, and what incentives would you provide? 

 

A: I am committed to making Winnipeg a City That Works, which includes a healthy 
downtown. A vibrant core area includes a mix of affordable housing, a vibrant 
commercial sector, services people need and abundant recreation opportunities. I also 
believe people need arts and entertainment options all within easy access to their 
homes.  If I am elected mayor, I am committed to ensuring that we encourage 
development that ensures long-term, sustainable growth of urban neighbourhoods. I will 
be laying our specifics on my plan during the campaign. 
 

2. Parking is a significant concern of the downtown residential population, with recent changes 

in policy removing the residential parking pass that other densely populated neighbourhoods still 

receive. What actions would you take to address the needs of street parking for residents? 

 

A: Downtown parking is an issue that affects large cities across North America. I support 
efforts to reduce the number of surface parking lots in the downtown while improving 
transit and moving forward on rapid transit. However, I also recognize that downtown 
residents need parking options and I will work with residents of the area to develop 
solutions that balance the need for accessible parking with our desire to have livable, 
walkable downtown neighbourhoods. 
 

3. Basic amenities have become a hot issue over the past year and a half since the closing of 

Zellers in the basement of The Bay downtown. Immediate and essential problems with 

accessibility, affordability, and healthy variety of groceries and other basic living needs affect not 

just downtown, but other central neighbourhoods in Winnipeg. What actions would you take as 

mayor to implement a sustainable solution for these immediate needs? 

 

 



 
 

 

A: I too am troubled by the lack of a downtown grocery option in downtown Winnipeg. I 
am encouraged by efforts of the Downtown Biz to bring innovative solutions to the areas 
such as farmers markets at the Manitoba Hydro and Workers Compensation Board 
buildings. I think that we also look at different ways of doing things like supporting social 
enterprise that addresses pressing community needs while providing employment to 
people who need it. Most Winnipeggers are very familiar with BUILD, which is improving 
energy efficiency in homes in urban neighbourhoods and providing training and skills for 
people who are otherwise difficult to employ to give them an opportunity for better lives. 
I also recognize there is a need to work with private sector partners to find a long-term 
option for residents to purchase groceries in their own neighbourhoods. The current 
situation is not acceptable. When I was an MP I fought hard with community activists to 
ensure banking and mail services were retained and restored in the North End of 
Winnipeg. I can bring that experience to City Hall and will be on your side fighting for 
you. 
 

4. The downtown core does not have a community centre or other public facility to serve as a 

meeting place for organizations like ours, except for the Dalnavert House which may not be able 

to provide this service anymore. As mayor, what policies would you implement regarding 

accessible public meeting spaces for residents and community organizations? 

 

A:  I will work with downtown residents to explore all options to find space that would 
support community centre services. This includes making the best possible use of 
existing space as we consider future options for developing a community centre.   
 

5. Through Winnipeg Transit, the Active Transportation Network, infrastructure maintenance, 

and traffic laws and their enforcement, as mayor how would you plan to ensure the safety of 

cyclists and pedestrians to make these more viable transportation options for citizens? In 

particular, what actions would you take to keep cyclists and pedestrians safe on downtown 

streets where traffic can be dense from rush hour or major SHED events? 

 

 



 
 

 

A: I am committed to implementing a comprehensive integrated master transportation 
plan that includes a modern transit system, active transportation and investments in our 
crumbling streets. If our city is to grow and thrive, all transportation options need to be 
supported. Safety of cyclists and pedestrians would be one of the key issues addressed 
in the plan. 
 

6. Our downtown community has roughly 7,000 residents in the Broadway-Assiniboine and 

South Portage tracts. As mayor, what would be your goals and policies for future growth, if any, 

of the residential population downtown? Would there be any incentives for further housing, and 

if so, would it be aimed towards rented or owned units? 

 

A:  I believe there is considerable room to grow in this region of the city. I believe we 
need to encourage a mix of residential options. These include affordable rental housing 
in addition to condo development. I also believe downtown residents deserve a say in the 
future in your community and that everyone needs to be able to participate in community 
planning, not just a few select developers.  Your voices have not been heard in the past 
in various plans to develop our downtown. I am committed to ensuring my door is open 
to you and your ideas. 
 

7. Studies and best case practises from around the world have shown that the downtowns that 

are visited and lauded are the ones that are vibrant, interesting and, most importantly, walkable. 

How would you improve the walkability of our downtown neighbourhood and draw Winnipeggers 

and visitors to our city and our core? 

 

A:  I think there are a lot of exciting things happening downtown.  The MTS Centre and 
the return of the Jets have resulted in more entertainment and housing options in the 
downtown. I think the development of Waterfront Drive and other condo developments 
are creating positive momentum. We also have a brilliant arts community, many of whom 
make their art and perform downtown. This is a foundation of strength we need to build 
on. I do think we need to think of the downtown as a place where people live, work and 
play. Urban density begins with ensuring we have a strong, sustainable residential 



 
 

 

population. We a need to ensure there are housing options for people of all income 
levels, especially young families. We need to ensure there are parks and greenspace 
where children and play and where adults can relax and socialize. We need to restore our 
great urban forest. We need to develop public art that is a cornerstone of urban 
neighbourhoods throughout the world. Some of this exists in Winnipeg. But there needs 
to be more, recognizing that municipal government should be a partner but also needs 
community support given the infrastructure and fiscal challenges the city faces.  We 
have some outstanding young chefs and restaurateurs in this community who are 
serving world-class food in restaurants and food carts. They are already bringing people 
downtown and we need to encourage this entrepreneurship and creativity. I also think we 
should also recognize the importance in the design of our buildings and take advantage 
of the great talent we have in this community. Finally, we can’t lose site of the basics that 
include pedestrian-friendly streets, efficient traffic flow, active transportation, and streets 
where people feel safe.  
 

8. There is a disconnect between city leadership, decision makers, and residents of 

communities in regard to proper consultation, conversation, and overall trust in how our 

communities and our city are managed. How would you rebuild this trust? How would you 

improve communication between these parties? What changes are needed to address these 

problems? 

 

A: Winnipeg is a warm, generous, talented and diverse community that pulls together in 
times of crises and comes together in times of celebration. There are great things 
happening every day because of the vision and hard work of our family, friends and 
neighbors. We have succeeded in spite of City Hall, not because of it. I have a plan to 
open City Hall and make sure you all have a voice in the decisions that are key to our 
future. I will be guided by you, not influenced by well connected insiders. My door will be 
open to you. I will ensure that there is an independent watchdog at City Hall and that I 
support the development of a professional, experience and neutral administration. I am 
committed to being a mayor that works for you. I can’t promise to be perfect. I will 
commit to be honest, open, accountable and on your side. 


