
• Walkable neighbourhoods 
• Urban literacy 
• Cities planned by and for people 



“No one can find what will work for our cities by looking at ... 
suburban garden cities, manipulating scale models, or inventing 
dream cities. You’ve got to get out and walk.” 

- Jane Jacobs, Downtown Is For People 



What are Jane’s Walks? 

• Free walking tours 

• Led by people who live and play in the 
neighbourhood 

• Gets people thinking, talking and 
connecting with their stories and vision 
of their city 

• Gets people talking about the places 
they care about 



Community Walks 



More than 65 cities, towns and communities 
across North America have joined Jane’s Walk 

Toronto, Sudbury, Ottawa, Calgary, Edmonton, Vancouver, 
Victoria, Winnipeg, Halifax, Guelph, Charlottetown, Thornbury, 
Montreal, Regina, Anchorage, Oakland, Phoenix, St. Louis, 
Philadelphia, Omaha, Orlando, Washington, Boston, Chicago, 
Salt Lake City, New York, New Orleans, Seattle, and Mumbai! 



Jane’s Walk goes anywhere. 



Why is it important to care 
about your neighbourhood? 



The Basics 

You 
decide 
what 
matters 

Go an a 
walk 

Tell 
stories 

About 
six 
stops 



What will your walk look like? 



Sidewalk Ballet 

 “The ballet of the good city sidewalk never repeats itself 
from place to place, and in any once place is always replete 
with new improvisations.” 
   - The Death And Life Of Great American Cities, 1961 



Map your neighbourhood 



Where do you spend your time? 



 Is there open space  
where you can just hang out? 



Is there some history to talk about? 



How do 
you use 

your 
space? 



On a walking tour, even the parts 
you don’t like can be interesting. 
Use our Walkability Checklist. 

Are there missing sidewalks? Is it hard to cross the street? 



What would you change? 



Who are you talking to? 



Tell your 
friends. 
Alert the 
local media.  
Put up a 
poster. 
Facebook and 
email are 
cheap and 
easy. 



Speak Up! 



Observe. 
Your neighbourhood. 

Connect. 
Share your stories. 

Walk. 
Discover your city. 

Bridge. 
Build community. 


