
 

Regular Meeting – March 24th, 2013 (7:00pm) NOTES 

Location: 333 Vaughn Street 

In attendance: Refer to attached sign in sheet 

 

WELCOME 

1.1 Call to order 2 min  Roll call: reminder to sign in to vote, introductions if any 

 DISCUSS: any revisions to the agenda? 

 MOVE: To approve agenda  

 DISCUSSION 1 min  Quorum could not and was not verified due to the number of DCRA 

volunteers available and the more than 100 guests at the 

forum.  Quorum was assumed given the Directors who were present 

and the guests who were present. 

1.2 Quick 

Announcements 

2 min  We will be conducting this meeting in a different way as we’ve 

individually invited members from the Biz and other key downtown stake 

holders to speak tonight to speak on the Grocery Store Issue.  All 

speakers will speak first with each speaker invited to present for 5 

minutes followed by an open discussion moderated by the meeting 

chair. Jomar won the Rock Paper Scissors match to determine meeting 

chair.  He chose to volunteer Khris to chair the meeting.  Khris 

accepted. 

 Reminder: Though our meetings are mostly informal, we’d like to set the 

tone for this meeting like every event we’ve held: positive, respectful, 

open, and courteous.  Please refer to the Code of Conduct. 

 We hope to contain this discussion and make calls to action within 1 

hour.  Residents are welcome to stay for further discussion if they 

choose, but we’ll do our part and get a good amount of the discussion 

completed before 1 hour. 

 You will notice discussion items in the NEW BUSINESS section that was 

originally intended for this Regular Meeting.  We will forego these items 

until the next meeting as tonight’s issue has precedence.  Please 

contact us if you’d like to comment on our new business items. 

 DISCUSS: Are there any comments? 

 DISCUSSION 2 min   

OLD BUSINESS 

2.1 Approve Minutes 

from Last 

Meeting 

1 min  Any changes can be made to the minutes before they are approved by 

the quorum.  Please review.  These minutes will be stored in our online 

archive following approval 

 DISCUSS: Are there any comments? 

 MOVE: To approve 13.02.24 Regular Meeting Minutes 

 DISCUSSION 1 min  The minutes from the Regular Meeting 13.02.24 were not passed for 

this meeting due to the changed format. 
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2.2 The Downtown 

Grocery Store 

Issue 

2 min  The Grocery Store Issue describes the broad topic for tonight’s special 

forum.  Spurred on by the exodus of large grocery stores from our 

downtown and the movement of residents and supporters addressing 

the issue, this forum is meant to further the discussion and to continue 

to call for action. 

 Our guest speakers for this meeting are asked to present first, followed 

by a round table discussion. 

 The purpose of this: Discuss the problem, discuss remedies, discuss the 

alternatives, leave with actions to execute 

 PRESENTATIONS BY SPEAKERS 

 OPEN DISCUSSUION: What are the issues?  How can we solve them?  

Pros and Cons.  What actions do we want to leave this meeting with? 

 DISCUSSION 45 

min 
 Khris Lister, DCRA: Speakers will be having 5 minutes each, roughly. The 

Biz will also talk about Lights on Broadway. We’ll have an open 

discussion following presentations. We welcome Stefano. 

 Stefano Grande, Downtown Biz: The Biz has 1400 members, it’s a 

business association. One of the first things we did as a board was 

contact Target in Minneapolis. We happened to be there at the same 

time when we heard Zellers grocery store would be closing. Target told 

us that unless there was a demographic of 50 000 ppl earning 75 000 

+, the store would close. We’re not a very high income community. From 

that point on, we’ve been contacting a lot of grocers. Sobey’s, safeway. 

We spoke to realtors and brokers. This is before the feasibility study was 

determined to be the next step. It’s a big challenge. 

 Stefano Grande: This is the right step, what we’re doing tonight. It’s 

difficult for grocers to make money anywhere, not just downtown. What 

can we do as a community? We’ve put together an environmental scan. 

Several months ago, we determined that to get a grocer downtown, we’ll 

need incentives. From the property owner, or from government, or from 

a local grocer who loves our downtown, who’s willing to put a lot of 

money or equity into a new business. 

 Stefano Grande: We approached CentreVenture at that point. As of a 

few weeks ago, the Biz drafted some terms of reference, spoke with the 

province and others. Consulted with CB Richard Ellis. The intent is to 

outtake our environmental scan and solidify it, come up with some 

recommendations, which we hope will include potential incentives. One 

of the other issues identified is where do you find 20 000 sq ft 

downtown? We all thought earlier on that the Bay would be the perfect 

location. They put 1.5 million dollars into the grocery store, new coolers 

and stands. Clearly, the Bay has other intentions with the property, 

they’re not interested in leasing it out at this time. 

 Stefano Grande, Downtown Biz: It’s worrisome for our board. We want to 

help. We know the walkway is a critical thing, walking to your grocery 

store is an essential need. We’ll keep pushing hard until we get a 

grocery store. But the power rests with you. I can do feasibility studies, I 

can talk as much as I can about what we need to do, what other cities 
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are doing, but what I need is the community to understand the 

economic issues and challenges and push really hard. Bob and Richard, 

you’re doing a fantastic job organizing the community and organizing 

the letter campaign, and keep it up. Not having a grocery store is not an 

option for the Biz, nor is it for you. That’s all. 

 Terri Proulx, Province of Manitoba: I’m from Co-op Development, from 

the Province. We’ve invested quite a bit of money in Neechi Foods, a 

worker co-operative. I’m not thinking that you guys would be interested 

in forming a worker co-operative. Most of you are retired, and want to 

enjoy your retirement. But a consumer co-op is an option. Some of you 

might have seen Winfield [sic] Consumer Co-op on Notre Dame. A 

Winnipeg Filipino Co-operative. I’ve assisted them with their bylaws, 

board governance, business plan. 

 Terry Proulx: A consumer co-op – there’s a lot of people here. Way more 

than I thought. Sunday night, who will show up?! But there’s a lot of you, 

it‘s a serious issue. Quite considerable, for a reason, but if you can get a 

couple hundred people to put in, $500 each to start a consumer co-op, 

you get that money back. You’re an owner, there’s no middle 

management. If you and I are members of Red River Gas, we own it. If 

you’ve bought twice as much gas as me, you get twice the share of the 

profits as me. Calgary Co-op is a food co-op, I don’t know if you know it. I 

lived in Calgary for four years. I bought all my groceries there! I owned 

part of it. I make the profit back, no one’s making a profit off of me. I 

buy it, I get the profit. It’s actually the largest consumer co-op in North 

America. I’m not from Winnipeg. I don’t know why we don’t have a 

grocery CO-OP here. It’s like gas, but it’s MORE essential. Everyone has 

to eat. Everyone has to buy groceries. I don’t know why we don’t have a 

consumer co-op grocery store here. 

 Terry Proulx: I work downtown, I walk downtown. I’ve lived in Vancouver, I 

loved being able to walk everywhere I went. On my way home from work, 

buy the groceries, maybe some flowers, whatever I wanted, downtown. 

We should not have to be reliant on cars. And some of us CAN’T be 

reliant on cars, some of us can’t drive, or don’t want to drive. Personally, 

I have to drive for my job, because there’s only two of us, in the province 

of Manitoba! So I have to service the Eastern part of the province. 

 Terry Proulx: There’s also a multi stake-holder co-op. When two or more 

types of co-ops are under one corporation. Consumers can have a 

greater stakeholder, or workers can. If folks are interested in a co-

operative, I’m being paid by your tax dollars, and I’d love to help. I love to 

see a community rallying around an issue. Italy, they rebuilt their 

economy after World War II, using the co-op model. Co-ops, they have 

better 10-year survivability than any other business. Because everyone 

rallies around them. I’m so excited to see everyone here, to see all these 

people. If a co-op is what you want to do, I’m here, I’m at your service. 

 Flor Marcelino, MLA: Thank you for inviting me. Thank you to the 

Downtown Biz, the Downtown Community Residents’ Association, 

Richard and Bob for making this all happen. I am heartened to see so 

many people attend this community forum. I am not here to speak, I’m 
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here to listen. I’m here to participate in the discussions and find a 

solution to this problem. We truly need a grocery, full-service, affordable, 

in the downtown area. I knew, I’ve heard, that there were some 

problems in seeking investors. I thought, why not check out the co-op 

model? So that’s why we invited Terry here. She already told you, you’re 

familiar with Red River Gas Co-Op, I didn’t know about the Calgary Co-

op. I believe that a consumer co-op is a viable option. But you want the 

community to decide on it, not just us telling you what to do. I’m not 

here to speak, I’m here to listen, to work with you, to help us find a 

solution to this dilemma. 

 Harvey Smith, Councilor: I’m really pleased with the turnout tonight. We 

have to educate the mayor and council on how serious this is. I want to 

show the mayor a picture of this crowd. He does not know what other 

cities have done. New York has done a lot in subsidizing, Pennsylvania, 

Pittsburgh. There’s a role – the mayor things there’s no role for 

involvement. There’s a role for involvement because residents need 

groceries. The mayor needs to be educated, that’s all I’m saying. I want 

to hear from you people tonight. I want to be able to go ahead and say 

to the mayor, the situations. I want to show him a picture of this 

meeting, to show how many people are involved. If the mayor knew how 

many people would be here, he would be here.  

 Harvey Smith: It is possible to change the mayor’s viewpoint. We had a 

situation in 2011 in October. They were going to raise the bus fares. I 

was getting ready to speak up against it. And Councilor ---? Went and 

proposed an additional 20 cents per fare. I worked together with twenty 

organizations. I got a pamphlet produced, I had students going on the 

buses, people who were transit riders, most of them didn’t even KNOW 

about the fare hike. In January, we put forth a motion to rescind it. And 

it’s the first time they’d ever rescinded a motion on transit fares. With 

support of people, you can change the minds of councilors, and the 

mayor. If one councilor gets five or six calls, he thinks the world is going 

upside down, and that he has to do something. 

 Harvey Smith: We need to make a committee from this group, that I can 

work with, that Flor can work with. Which my friend from the Downtown 

Biz, Stefano – I’ve known him a long time. Before he was there, at the 

Biz. His knowledge will be very helpful. Working together, we can get a 

downtown grocery outlet. Thank you. 

 Khris Lister: We’ll have a question period next. If you put your hand up, 

Jomar will bring the mic over. 

 Member (unnamed): I sent four emails to Sam Katz. The fourth email, 

he called me. I told him he needed to give incentives to a grocery store 

downtown. He said he couldn’t do that, but he’d give rent. Send them 

more than one email! Send them more than one letter! Call them more 

than once. If you send one email, they don’t care. The co-op is a great 

suggestion, thank you.  

 Member (unnamed): The talk so far has been good and we do need to 

do it. But I’m 93 years old, and I’ll be hungry tomorrow, and I’ll have to 

go out shopping, and at my age, I have no family member in Winnipeg. 
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At my age, it’s a difficult thing. I don’t know what I’m going to do. The 

only thing I can do is take a taxi, and shop by using a taxi. Is there a 

better way? 

 Flor Marcelino: There is a grocery store I approached after learning that 

Zellers was leaving. Cantors. The manager / owner said they’d be 

delighted to deliver groceries to each and every door. If you’d like to call 

our office, Levy here will drive you to the grocery store. If I don’t have 

sessions, I will do that too, I have done it in the past and I will do it 

again. We also bring constituents to doctor’s offices, lawyer’s offices. 

WE are here to serve.  

 Stefano: We’ve put together a map, and I’ll leave this here. You can just 

Google this yourself. We put a map together that has all the grocery 

stores of the downtown, and the phone numbers. Some deliver for six 

dollars, some for eleven. It’s cheaper than a taxi. We also plotted the 

downtown spirit, the free bus every 15-20 minutes. There’s some stores 

that are connected to the Spirit. It’s not a long-term solution. But it’s 

meant to help. 

 Terry Proulx: To expand on what Harvey was saying with putting pressure 

on the mayor. The first woman to speak here tonight was saying this is a 

co-op option and that they mayor needs to give incentives. There’s 

incentives, but there’s a housing shortage as well. In Brandon it’s worse. 

The mayor and council have been supportive of finding solutions. 

They’ve given free land to build housing co-ops. It’s a community of 

people, a co-op. If you have a strong voice, you demand, we need a 

building, we’ll do our own co-op, that’s an option to explore. 

 Member (unnamed): One of the things that induced me to move 

downtown was a story from a friend. He found he could get downtown to 

Zellers from the Spirit bus. It covers a great deal of downtown. I don’t 

know if the transport system for the city is engaged in the discussion for 

a grocery store. The purpose of the spirit bus, it looks like it’s for 

entertainment. It could reconsider its mandate to have its routes and 

services planned for the whole downtown area to have access to not 

just multiple convenience stores, but to a central, all-service grocery 

store.  

 Jeff Olson: I have two concerns: one: the fact that the grocery store 

closed and it was our closest option. I live on 77 Edmonton, there’s a lot 

of seniors, a lot of professionals in our building. Two: Recent changes to 

the bus routes have made it so that people who take the bus downtown, 

now they have to drive! I have contacted the mayor and transit a number 

of times and have had no satisfaction in my conversations with them. 

Bus routes should go through the most populated areas. They don’t, 

they go on memorial and main street. And we’re one of the most heavily 

populated areas, and we have no groceries on top of it all. 

 Jeff Olsen: We’re taking leadership as best we can. But I hope someone 

does this: make a website, make this accessible: email the dickens and 

phone the dickens out of any politician who has anything to do with this 

issue. Organize the downtown spirit so it goes to grocery stores! 

Someone on a fixed income should not be paying a fixed income, or 
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paying a delivery fee – it’s ridiculous. 

 Khris Lister: We have information on our website, 

downtowncommunity.wordpress.com, that includes templates, for 

people to write letters to your representative. On my side of portage, my 

councilor is Jenny Gerbasi. I’ve sent them letters. You can send one too. 

The Biz or CentreVenture are on the template as well, you can mail 

anyone who has some say in this as well. 

 Jomar Manzano, DCRA: To add to Khris’ comment, I’ve included a large 

poster that has phone numbers to Flor’s office, the mayor’s, Jenny 

Gerbasi, Harvey Smith, Ross McGowan, Stefano Grande. 

 Zach Fleischer, UWSA: I’m downtown – I don’t live here but I’m here 7 

days a week. We’re talking about subsidies a lot of the time. In the form 

of property or business tax. Rebate or reduction. Obviously, we’re united 

in this room, we support the idea. How do you pitch that idea to 

someone who lives in St. Vital or the suburbs, that they’re subsidizing 

someone else’s groceries. I see the benefit that we have from a strong 

and viable grocer downtown. But how do you pitch it to councilors and 

citizens from that area? 

 Member (unnamed), Fred Douglas: Remind them, us downtown, the 

whole inner-city, we’ve been subsidizing the transportation system, the 

roads, the schools, to the suburbs for years and years and years. It’s 

about time they paid us back. In terms of – I’d like to ask Stefano if he’s 

talked to any co-ops. Terry, I don’t know how long you’ve been in 

Winnipeg, but we used to have a food co-op, at Ellice and Wall, in the 

80s.  When interest rates were very high, the co-op decided to expand 

to the suburbs; they over expanded and went under. We have a history 

of co-op development in Winnipeg. Those who are members of Red 

River Co-op have raised this at the Annual General Meetings of Red 

River, but we’ve received a feeble response.  

 Member (unnamed), Fred Douglas: But there are other grocery co-ops. 

They have them all over Manitoba, there’s one in Oakbank, Manitoba, 

Beausejour, Manitoba. If there’s an interest, there’s certainly the ability 

of people to get together and form a co-op. You don’t just have to be one 

of the 200 who put your $500 in. It’s a worthwhile model. Could we 

have some help from the city and province, I don’t see why we couldn’t 

have some of the unused space in Portage Place. I think that would be 

the most convenient place in downtown. It covers Portage and Main to 

here, and hopefully we could get a walkway extended to the university. 

That’s a model.  We should form a committee and take it seriously. We 

should take it up with Red River Co-op or start a version ourselves.  

 Stefano Grande, Downtown Biz: Those are the creative ideas the 

community needs to push. From our discussions with a lot of people, I 

sense the feasibility study will say, there’s a need for incentives. Unless 

someone is willing to put a million or two million dollars down for equity. 

What we’ve heard is, for grocers to be viable, they need rents no more 

than $15 /sq foot. And we know there was a grocer, interested in a 

space in the downtown. You need to charge $30 -$40 / sq foot for new 

construction. Who eats the difference? A rent markdown by someone? 
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An incentive – the same thing? The economic case, I believe, when this 

feasibility study is done, I’m going to encourage CentreVenture and the 

consultant to come out and say what’s in it, what are the 

recommendations? We know Hamilton, this past year, it’s smaller than 

Winnipeg, not as many residents, office workers, students, they just 

landed a 50 000 sq foot full-line grocer, called – sorry. Nations First. 

Nations Fresh Foods. What that city did, through their planning 

department, they put up an incentive to the first grocer to come forward. 

Identified two-three key locations. In this case, they didn’t request the 

incentive, because they wanted to be in first. We need to keep the 

dialogue going. 

 Gord McDiarmid, Fred Douglas: I hope this is being recorded. I like to 

title things. I don’t know why. I’m calling this one No Coffee, No Cookies, 

No Grocery. I’ve been asked to speak from a different perspective: there 

are many polite people here, very gracious. But underneath it, they’re 

angry, they’re cynical, disgruntled. I have permission to use paraphrase 

quotes out of two people who didn’t want to stand up, and a third who I 

talked to. I’ll start with David Steen, the Executive Director of the Society 

of Manitobans with Disabilities. “I’m pissed off, that I constantly have to 

rely on my children, to get my groceries.” I think one of the pieces that 

are missing in all of this, is that a 93 year old guy is healthier if he goes 

and walks and gets his groceries. It’s a health issue, not just a grocery 

issue. Bill Harrison, in the front row here, who spoke at the library. Has 

indicated that you are taking away people’s independence. You have 

taken away my independence. Bill uses a motorized scooter. And he’s 

very independent, until he has to go outside, then he becomes very 

courageous. Mary Duggan has an important statement to make, which 

has a certain cynicism in it. You can build traffic arteries to get into IKEA. 

You can’t WAIT to build them fast enough. Yet you don’t care about 

those you draw downtown, when it comes to groceries. I want to say my 

own five or six points. First point: Where was everybody six months 

ago?!?  

 Gord: Second point. We are fortunate at Fred Douglas to have an 

individual who loves to do research. Yet after a lot of scouring, there is 

nothing in city or agency minutes, to show any work to try to solve the 

grocery problem. Third: How dare the city propose to put more people in 

the downtown area, to get in bed with condo developers and apartment 

developers, and not even consider the provision of food for the people 

they’re asking to come downtown. I want to personally pre-empt 

platitudes. Don’t tell me you’re concerned. I’ve got too many members 

of the legislature who write VERY nice letters, which say “I appreciate 

the concern you’ve expressed.” Please don’t ask me to wait for a review 

of the need. The bananas are going rotten! The bananas are 

unavailable. I’m sorry folks. We need a grocery store. We don’t need 

research.  So I’m sorry, Stefano, we can sit around for another 8 weeks, 

but I want to ask some simple questions. Who knows how many are 

without cars downtown because it’s their choice or availability? How 

many are disabled downtown? I bet you can’t find the answer unless 

you go to the second floor by the clocktower and watch the scooters and 

walkers come and go. How many people downtown of modest income? 
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How many singles? How many elderly? I’ll bet you I can give you an 

answer without waiting 8 weeks.  I’ll bet there’s 4 times more disabled 

people downtown than in St James or River Heights. I’ll bet there are 4 

times more disabled downtown than there are, again, in River Heights, 

St James or St Vital. I’ll bet you there are 4 times more elderly and single 

people downtown.  

 Gord: Quite honestly, I’m angry. The mayor seems to not understand 

that you want to anticipate problems and have six months to solve 

them. I don’t think that putting it on us to do letter campaigns, email 

campaigns and all the rest… We have PAID people, that our tax dollars 

set in place as servants as us. And we will carry on, and really be 

pushing the buttons for this initiative, but I don’t see letting the heat off 

your feet. And Flor, unfortunately, as a minister of the province, it’s nice 

to say “phone me and I’ll drive you.” Tell me how that’ll be after 16 000 

calls. And I called for an appointment with your office. The response to 

me was not an appointment so we could discuss the grocery issue, the 

secretary said “Go over to Cantor’s.” No thank you, very much.  

 Flor Marcelino: Thank you for the very substantive statements. I don’t 

know what the response from my staff was. I didn’t specifically say “Go 

to Cantor’s” but they mentioned they can deliver groceries. There’s no 

substitute to a physical grocery store downtown. If it’s less than 100, or 

50 calls in a week, I can handle bringing you to a grocery store. There 

are many volunteers. You can try us. There are many willing to assist in 

our constituency office. We do bring people to their appointments. Of 

course, we don’t receive 100 calls. Just an occasional request. But we 

do that. If it’s over 100 calls, we will have to mobilize volunteers. But 

we’re serious and we mean to help. Of course, the crux of the problem 

is we must work to have a grocery in the downtown.  

 Khris Lister: We have gone past one hour. We want to get in – the Biz is 

also here to make a presentation on the Lights on Broadway Project.  

 Stefano Grande: We’ll delay that. We want everyone to have a chance to 

speak. 

 Norris Nordene, Kiwanis Chateau: As for offering rides, how did you miss 

that word: independence. We want to maintain our independence, 

health, well-being, and to contribute to the community. Not being put out 

to pasture like Swindler Sam wants to do. Let’s get on with solving the 

problem.  

 David Prince, Kiwanis Residents’ Council: I got involved with the Safeway 

Shoppers. We arranged a bus at 1:00 on Monday, picks up 14 

residents, for all of Webb Place, once a week. I was in contact with 

Safeway, that’s all they can do. That’s great, but it’s fourteen people, 

and just once a week!  

 David: What can you people do to have more free buses at least to go to 

Safeway on Osborne Street. We have Portage Place, we have people 

leaving, Imax leaving. Shoppers is expanding into the grocery business, 

why don’t they go into Imax? That building was built in 1984, I’m sure 

the sq footage is less. I don’t know if it’s $15/sq foot, but it’s probably 

less than $30-40. We need stuff like that to happen right here. 
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Residents want to walk. That’s their enjoyment. To go down the walkway. 

That’s why we HAVE the walkway! The taxpayers paid millions back in 

84.  

 David: It’s unfortunate that an American company like Target bought 

Zellers, but that’s reality. We have to make changes. Push and get 

Shopper’s Drugmart to do this. Everyone here needs prescriptions. I see 

some of the Shopper’s stores with groceries, competitive. I came to live 

downtown, so I could walk. Take that into consideration. Try to get 

another bus or more bus services, so we have choices. People need 

help to get there, and some people don’t want to go on a bus, cab, or 

car, they want to walk.  

 Harvey Smith: I will want to arrange a meeting with Winnipeg Transit. We 

need some group we can work with! We need a committee. This 

meeting is over, we have no direction, no committee struck to work with 

the Downtown Biz, the city councilors.  

 David Prince: I’ll put my name up! 

 Harvey Smith: That’s what we need! 

 Terry Proulx: With the co-op idea, you need three people. Three people, 

they sign up more people. I will help with every step of the way. Co-ops 

make sense, it’s more profitable than paying someone else. 

 Richard Wilson, Fred Douglas: I want to say, we’ve looked into a co-op, 

we’ve gone to Federated, we’ve gone to Northern. They were gracious 

enough to look at our situation. Their view is, because of the analysis, is 

to wait for the analysis to be complete. Their take is, it will take 1.5 – 2 

million dollars. And if the city is not giving an incentive for any grocery 

store, co-op or whatever, if they’re not giving an incentive, you’re not 

going to come into a room like this and ask every one for $500. The co-

op thing, I think it will work. I think it’s hard to put a co-op downtown. 

Their take on it is why would you put a co-op where there’s so much 

work, when City Hall could offer it to IGA or Sobey’s, they have a 

template, they know their overhead, City Hall could just plop them in. 

 Harvey Smith: Don’t assume the city won’t help. Right now, the city 

won’t help. With the force of the people here, we can change that, like 

with the bus fares! If people don’t speak up and stand up for 

themselves, the mayor will go his merry way. He needs to be educated, 

by people here. Let me tell you this. I want a committee struck tonight. 

There’s things we can explore! But we need a group responsible for 

negotiating with the city. With the councilors. We need something. 

Otherwise, tonight was a nice meeting, and everyone expresses 

themselves, and nothing is achieved. We need to achieve something, 

and we can by all working together. 

 Terry Proulx: that’s a reason for the co-op movement, working together, 

demanding “give us some incentive!”  

 Conrad, Kiwanis Chateau: I’m from Kiwanis Chateau next door. Two 

things: The co-op thing I like, I’m from a co-op town. The second thing, 

there’s already committees here. It’s a matter of putting the executives 

together. I’m president of Kiwanis. Richard is the president here. We 
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have the university group here. We can do some phoning, we’ll get it 

together. David has worked on this stuff. I like the idea of the spirit, I 

think that’s a good answer to begin with. Those buses can go to Sargent 

or Osborne as easily as they can wander dowtnwon. 

 Conard: Co-ops are great. But we also have private business. Many of 

the big so-called stores, Sobey’s, Extra Foods, they’ve been saying 

“We’ve got to do smaller size, downtown stores.” Sobey’s said they 

would build 5 – 10 000 sq foot stores. In a walkway maybe, 20 000 

people can walk there. Whether it should be down on the second floor, 

the main floor, that’s for later, but I was wondering if you’d heard about 

it. 

 Stefano Grande: You’re dead on. We’ve spoken with them. Six months 

ago, we said, after speaking with Sobey’s and Safeway and every 

grocery we could think of. We said “if the private sector doesn’t come 

together, we need incentives.” If they can find $40 million in incentives 

for housing downtown, I believe it’s only a matter of time before 

everyone realizes, the grocers, the real estate, that we need a few 

million in incentives. If there’s public dollars involved, what grocery store 

do we want as a community. I think there’s some energy. Let’s direct it 

in the right place. Everyone’s given up their Sunday because they’re 

concerned. If we had the power to wave the wand and create programs, 

it would be done. So if you want to put your energy in good places, 

Harvey has had some great recommendations. Pick up the phone, 

tomorrow, talk to the mayor. If you’re concerned, phone CentreVenture. 

That’s where we need your energy. They’ll respond.  

 Norris: Whatever we’ve done, hasn’t worked.  

 Dorothy Clark, Kiwanis Chateau: Don’t call once, twice, three times. I got 

a response after the fourth call. If you want a response from Sam Katz, 

everyone in this room, four times. I mean this. Let’s see what kind of 

response he gives us. Without  the mayor’s help, council’s help, we’re 

not getting a grocery store downtown. We have to do something with the 

council, the province.  

 Khris Lister: Last week, the Whose Winnipeg forum at the library, I 

recognize a few of you. A lot of this was brought up. Judy Wasylicia-Leis, 

she spoke, the mayoral election is next year, so Sam Katz, we have 18 

months to remind him how much this could matter. We need to remind 

him, that’s there’s a population that has these needs.  

 Harvey Smith: The date for the court case is April 2nd. Regarding conflict 

of interest. He might not be the mayor in the future. 

 Richard Wilson: If you didn’t sign the petition on the way in, sign on the 

way out.  

 Stefano Grande: Let’s take a break, five or ten minutes, stretch our legs, 

and maybe we can talk about lights on Broadway after that. 

 

2.3 Lights on 

Broadway by the 

5 min  The Biz would like to give a presentation on the Lights on Broadway 

project 
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 DISCUSSION 5 min  Stefano conducted an open house type session with the members 
who remained to hear about the lights on Broadway project.  Some 
members asked questions that were related to the project as well as 
other inquiries regarding the Downtown and Downtown Biz in 
general. 

NEW BUSINESS 

3.1 Website Update carried  The website has been updated since the last meeting. 

 It is still under construction, but there were many changes made.  If you 

haven’t had the chance, please check our website and tell us how we’re 

doing. 

 DISCUSS: Please forward your comments to us via email for discussion 

at the next Regular Meeting. 

3.2 The Year Plan carried  The BOD met on Saturday, March 9th to brainstorm major sections of 

our year plan including our purpose statements, value statements, and 

priorities. 

 A first draft of our year plan is still in the process of being completed.  An 

“under construction” version is attached separately. 

 Our priorities for this year are summed up by the following: 

o Grow and maintain our communication and relationships 

with residents and key community stakeholders to 

effectively address community issues and run community 

events 

o Build a solid base from which to run our association 

through recruitment, retention, and establishing and 

maintaining our finances. 

o Focus on key issues important to our neighbours as 

identified by them: Safety and Essential Services like 

grocery stores. 

 We hope to release a draft 1 of our plan by the next meeting.  We’ll be 

referring back to this plan throughout the year and asking for input from 

the residents to the plan. 

 DISCUSS: Please forward your comments to us via email for discussion 

at the next Regular Meeting. 

PARKING LOT and OPEN FLOOR 

4.1 Parking Lot remain  Items that run over time move here. 

4.2 Open Floor remain  Speak your mind. 

ADJOURN 

5.1 Next Regular 

Meeting 

remain  Tentative: Sunday, April 28th – 7pm 
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