
Downtown Winnipeg needs a life line: 
 

My main concern in writing this letter is to have a new grocery store installed within the downtown area, 

preferable attached to the skywalk, but there are larger issues at play here. 

We need some clear directional focus from the Downtown Biz, Centre Venture, Economic Development 

Winnipeg, City Council and the Agencies that should be held accountable for the transparency of city redevelopment 

and upkeep.  

There are approximately 73,000 daytime residents in Downtown Winnipeg, 16,000 residents, 17,000 workers 

and 40,000 students in the down town area alone. (Pollock outtakes FP. July 27 2012).  

This does not include dramatic upswings of thousands during concerts, hockey games and special events. As a 

faction of these residents within the parameters of Downtown, what we are exposed too in Winnipeg is a cloud of 

hidden agendas, masked digression, and lack of fundamental comprehensibility in regard to Downtown sustainability 

and future planning.  

            Over the last several months we have lost the Wagon Wheel, the Paddle Wheel, Zellers, including the grocery 

store, the Youth Hostel, the NRC Centre, several smaller venues within the Portage Place complex.  

 

We are fast becoming inundated with the losses. Should we inquire about our present status we are fed with 

misguiding, misleading information and lack of interest in our plight? 

 

            We have contacted all of the above named agencies as well as the city's Economic department and have been 

shuttled around without any plausible or seemingly realistic plan for their involvement, or solution to Downtowns 

ineffective affirmative action plan.  

It looks like the alleged cone of silence is being drawn around these issues. The critical tipping point for the Portage 

Place mall is quickly coming to a head, with more stores pulling out than taking residence.  

            In a recent quote from Charles Huband republished from the Winnipeg fp may 4th. 2112 A13 Posted: 

05/4/2012. "Winnipeg will never become a major urban area, however, without a vibrant commercial shopping area at 

the heart of the city. The only way that can happen in the foreseeable future is through the revitalization of the 

downtown Bay store as the catalyst for urban shopping. If $7 million is available to establish a water park, there should 

be significantly more available to restore downtown shopping." 

  

            The new hotel being built will bring in overnight and some weekly residents, but will not sustain local 

businesses, without "on the ground" residents to back them up. It presently seems to be a downward spiral. 

 

            Soon Portage Place will be a vacant building with Canada Services and one or two stores, and the always 

maligned food court. The addition of the Casino along the walkway might bring in new customers but they won't have 

any change left after they visit, and will not be concerned about a food store. 

 

            The hard work of the Downtown Biz needs a little tweaking. City Council needs to step up to the plate with any 

and all creative ideas, as well as backing their words with financial incentives. Does the Mayor care anymore about the 

Downtown area? Something has to be done even if it's only a press release re: What in 'reality" is happening, and where 

is the proposed plane to make things happen.  

I am beginning to see a new "dust bowl" around the Downtown area, and that ain't good. The pervasive feel is everyone 

has given up and the cards are left to fall where they may. 

 

As I stated at the beginning of this missive I am interested in having a functional grocery store in the downtown 

area, but I feel the dam of complacency is overwhelming and about to crack. I'm sure some bright business group is in 

the wings need of a new grocery chain endeavor. I am just unsure of who this will be. 

This one outstanding issue is fast becoming a major concern for the local area residents. But there is an 

imminent crisis brewing in the middle of the city. 

Bob Roddy - Fred Douglas Place Residents Association  



Mr. Roddy, 

Thank-you for your email. 

  

The Downtown BIZ agrees with your concerns related to the need for a full line grocer in our downtown, to ensure the 

residential growth in our downtown continues. 

  

We are currently working together with CentreVenture, and also with the agencies you have mentioned, and others, 

who also share your concerns. 

  

Please feel free to call me on Monday- 958-4622 and I can give you an update on an internal assessment we have just 

finalized, and the next steps we envision.  Also, I would be more than happy to speak to your members whose 

consumer input we will be seeking as one of the next steps.  Also please feel free to Contact Mr. Tom Janzen from 

CentreVenture who we are working with. 

  

Thank-you again for expressing your concerns, and I look forward to talking to you. 

********************************************************************  

Stefano Grande - Executive Director - Downtown Winnipeg BIZ – Feb 11
th

, 2013 

 

I spoke with Stephano Grande today. ( 204 958 4622 )  

He has the same concerns as we do regarding the creation of a Downtown grocery store. He has been working with 

Centre venture Development Corporation. 

 

The main areas of concern in regard to developing and maintaining a Downtown grocery store are: 

 (Population) Need for 14000 residents for viability and sustainability.    

 73000 residents in downtown area?  

 (Functionality) Need a large space and parking for set up - none available. (Portage Place?)  

 

 One of the solutions looked at is to use space available in Portage Place. - no other unoccupied open space is 

presently available in the downtown zone. This avenue is being looked at, but the financial input in regard to the 

redevelopment of the Portage Place space is immense. Portage Place's viability is fast moving into a vicarious position. 

The Bay is not interested in providing space or offering assistance to set up a grocery store, all of its grocery stores 

assets are being sold off. 

 

 The two corporations involved have approached several Local, National and International grocery chains and 

none of them are interested in setting up shop without substantial financial incentives from the City and/or the 

Province. 

Presently they are doing a market analysis (needs - resources - opportunities etc.) in collaboration with the West End 

biz. 

 They will also be looking at concept groceries i.e. small specialized stores (like Delucca) to be set up in the 

exchange district or a combination of both entities. 

 No progress has been made in regard to being able to set up financial incentives / appropriation of space or 

parking, nor has there been any agreed upon involvement with any city or provincial departments.   

 

 In summary: 

 There is no land / space available other than at Portage Place.  

 There are no financial incentives being offered at this time from the City, nor the Province. 

 None of the Local, National or International grocery chains are interested in setting up shop without large 

financial incentives.  

 Presently there is a large swath of Winnipeg, i.e. West end / Downtown area, Exchange District, that is not 

being served by a grocery store chain. Options are always welcome! 

 

Bob Roddy 

Fred Douglas Residential Association. 

 


